
April 19, 2020 

2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
 

Dear All, 
 

Firstly, thank you to everyone who extended to me greetings, cards, gifts, and prayers during the Easter 

Octave and for my birthday – your remembrance and gracious generosity is much appreciated! May 

God bless you abundantly for your kind thoughtfulness. 
 

‘Peace be with you’ are the first words of our blessed Lord to his disciples on that evening of the first 

day of the week. In the midst of their ‘lockdown’ filled with anxiety and fear, the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ offers to them his peace. This peace did not remove the difficulty of their situation, but 

transformed it into something bearable, manageable, joyful, precisely because it came from the Risen 

One. And as it was for them, so it is to be for all of us, too. On this Second Sunday of Easter, may the 

peace of Christ be received as a gift of God’s divine mercy helping us grow in faith and trust in Him 

Who loves us. 
 

The message of Divine Mercy, given by our blessed Lord to the world through St. Maria Faustina 

Kowalska, is truly powerful and grace-filled. I encourage you to become familiar with the many aspects 

of this devotion, especially the Divine Mercy chaplet, and to pray many times each day, the simple 

five-word prayer at the bottom of the image of the Divine Mercy – Jesus, I Trust in You. So often we 

become distracted by our own desires and wants, like St. Thomas: “Unless I see…I will not believe.” 

We want what we want, don’t we?  It does not have to be big, just what we want. Sometimes in His 

Providence, God permits the fulfillment of our want or desire, as He did for St. Thomas. This ‘Divine 

permitting’ – in itself a merciful grace – is meant to lead the one receiving it from himself to the Lord; 

from the human to the Divine; the tangible and visible to the intangible and invisible; from the ordinary 

to the extraordinary; from earth to Heaven; from anxiety and fear to hope and joy; from self-reliance 

and independence to complete dependence on and trust in God; from unbelief to belief. 
 

Sometimes in His Providence, God does not permit the fulfillment of our wants or desires – thankfully! 

For if He fulfilled our desires in the manner we want whenever we call upon Him, there would be no 

room to touch, receive, and be transformed by His mercy. Our heavenly Father knows that we do not 

always want what He wants, and herein lies the key to Divine Mercy – to call us back to Him, to 

reconcile us with Him, and to draw us more deeply into intimate union with Him.  The more 

consistently our hands enter into and remain, so to speak, in the wounds of the Pierced and Risen One, 

the more we are able to come to live and abide in faithful trust in God, trading in the desires and needs 

of what we want for the proclamation, “My Lord and my God! Jesus, I Trust in You.” 
 

The following is a prayer you may find helpful in light of the grace and mercy of God. 
 

“No matter what efforts I make, I cannot die to myself without His grace. I am like a frog, which 

no matter how high it leaps always finishes up back in the mud. No matter how hard I try to 

escape from myself I always come back to myself and my self-love. Draw me, then, O Lord, draw 

me after You; for unless You do so, I cannot move even one step from myself.”  
 

May you a have a most blessed and grace-filled week. Please know of my continued prayers for you, 

and as we pray in the final prayer of the Divine Mercy chaplet, may the “Eternal God, in Whom mercy 

is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase His mercy 

in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence 

submit ourselves to His holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.” 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


